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May 22  Zone Cross Country (Participants only) 
May 22  Last day for group photo orders 
May 25-29  Education Week 
May 27  Open Day 
May 31  Grounds Force Day 
June 3   Golf Clinic yrs 3-6 
June 3   Yr K-2 to Sydney Aquarium 
 
 

The following students received a Principal’s Award at Assembly this week: 
Jo Page       Sarah Page       Kimberley Norris 

 
 
Dear parents & students, 
 
Values 
Over the next two terms our students will experience in the school a greater 
understanding of the nine core values defined by the Department of Education (DET) 
and ratified by our School Council. Every fortnight a new value (in no specific order) 
will be given extra than average attention. The values include the concepts of 
integrity, excellence, respect, responsibility, cooperation, participation, care, fairness 
and democracy. These values will be explicitly taught but are already embedded in 
the curriculum of our school.  
 
The NSW DET asserts that “values are the standards, the morals and ethics which 
contribute to who people are and what they do. Our values especially contribute to 
the quality of our relationships with others. Values are mainly learnt in the home and 
are developed and modified through life experiences, including the experience of 
school.”  
 
 

Core Value: INTEGRITY   Being consistently honest and trustworthy 
 

Eg., In school communities , evidence 
of this value includes:  
�  open and transparent decision 
making processes   
�  consistent school policies and 
actions. 

 
Eg., In classrooms , evidence of this 
value includes: 
�  trusting others to work independently 
�  doing what you say you will do. 
  



 
Our Kindergartens Educate Teacher Consultants 
 
Last Friday Ms Lott’s talented KL class assisted several of NSW Department of 
Education (non mathematics) consultants in understanding contemporary numeracy 
teaching and learning. The NSW CEO of Mathematics K-12 led a video conference 
link from Ryde State Office to our school. Putting into place the numeracy concept 
‘Count Me In’, Ms Lott used the interactive whiteboard in teaching her class. The 
consultants recognised the professionalism of Ms Lott and our hard working 
students, represented by KL, for allowing them to gain a deeper understanding of 
modern day mathematical practice. 
 
Helping Your Child with Subtraction Homework  
The way subtraction is taught in schools now is different from the way you may have 
been taught some years ago and you may sometimes feel at a loss as to how to help 
your child. The latest ‘School Parents’ online magazine has just the answer - with a 
new video you can click on and watch how subtraction is taught today.  Instead of the 
old “carry the one” technique, the newer method is based on children understanding 
that 10 ‘units’ equals 10, and 10 tens equal100.   
Visit: www.schools.nsw.edu.au/news/ezine/yr2009/issue02/index.php 
 
School Disco  
The disco was a successful evening largely due to some hard working teachers and 
student leaders. The black and white theme developed into a vibrant occasion. Mrs 
Tootell, Mrs McAuliffe and Mrs Voss are to be congratulated for coordinating the 
extra curricula event. The prefects were inspirational in leading the dancing and 
novelty events. Thank you to the many teaching staff who offered their personal time 
to provide a safe and enjoyable disco. I trust parents made the most of their child free 
time. 
 
For Your Information  
A new addition to the school’s newsletter is a section titled For Your Information. 
Over the coming weeks topical subject matter will comment on: behaviour and well 
being; the environmental; fitness; food; general safety; health; home study advice; 
school holidays; school specific; and technology.  
 
THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 
“Keeping together is progress – 
Working together is success” 

-Henry Ford 
                                        
Greg McLaren 
Relieving Principal 
 
 
For Your Information:                                                                     NSW DET archives 
 
Television - How does TV affect your child?  

Television and videos entertain us all, but for children they also provide a 
window to the world. That world influences their development as they take in 
messages about lifestyles and behaviour. 

Children need the opportunity to be exposed to a wide range of attitudes and 
behaviours and to experience the world outside of television. 

While children’s reactions differ your child’s age and stage of development 
will make a big difference: 
~Children under six years  have difficulty distinguishing fantasy from reality on TV. 
They don’t follow plots, tend to focus on the exciting bits and don’t understand cause 



and effect. They can see cartoon characters as real and are open to the appeal of 
advertising. 
~Children from six to nine years  still have some difficulty working out the 
difference between fantasy and reality, especially if it looks like real life. Boys tend to 
admire and want to be like the powerful male hero. 
~Older primary school age children  are likely to be disturbed by material which is 
based on fact, as it could mean it could happen to them. They are curious about the 
teenage world, relationships and fashion and can be misled by the way boy-girl 
relationships are shown in soaps. 
Want more information? Go to www.community.nsw.gov.au  
 
Television - How to manage TV at home  

TV can interfere with your routines, such as getting ready for school, 
bedtimes and mealtimes, visitors and homework. 

Use TV classifications which tell what is suitable for age groups.  
Teach your child some responsibility for deciding what they watch at an early 

age. Help them to make their own ratings and become choosy, such as ‘C’ = can’t be 
missed, ‘S’ = so-so, ‘W’ = waste of time. Encourage them to stop watching W, and 
later the ‘S’ shows too.  

Make a rule that TV is not switched on until all jobs have been done. Have a 
list of things to do before school and help your child manage their time.  
If programs are important to your child, plan to tape them so they can be 

watched at a more suitable time.  
Decide on a bedtime for your child’s age, rather than around the TV program. 

Children need to wind down between TV and sleep*, so turn the volume down or off 
before bedtime.               *reading is excellent at this time 

Try to keep a mealtime TV free to make time for talking to each other.  

# If you would like more information, see www.community.nsw.gov.au                               

 
 
GROUP PHOTOS 
The following photos are available for viewing and ordering at the office:  Please note 
last day for orders is Friday 22 May (tomorrow), 
 
Captains ($14.00) ICT Committee ($12.00)  Librarians ($12.00)  
Prefects ($12.00) 
 
Sue Shears  
Administration Manager 
 
FROM THE P&C 
Tuesday night's meeting was well attended, thanks to all who came along. 
 
The results of the votes on proposals were as follows: 
 
1. That $25 000 dollars be earmarked for provision of interactive whiteboards for 
classrooms - this vote was deferred until our next meeting pending further details on 
the results of the school's BER (Building Education Revolution) funding application. 
 
2. That $800 be given to the Pre-school to contribute to the cost of the painting of the 
OOSH/Pre-school rooms - carried. 
 
3. That $1300 be given to the school to cover the cost of a new school banner - 
carried. 
 



Kate Andrews, our wonderful volunteer choir director, requested that the P&C 
consider forming a Choir Sub-committee in order to ensure that the School Choir can 
continue to operate in years to come and to enable a wider range of activities for the 
Choir. We will be discussing the creation of such a sub-committee at our next 
meeting. 
 
Student Banking has been suspended. We have no convenor and have been short 
on volunteers for quite some time. Intermittent but persistent problems with the 
computer system used to process the deposits have not been resolved and were 
resulting in both significant waste of time for volunteers and inconvenience for Mrs  
Sharpe. Unless someone is able to take on the role of Student Banking convenor, 
and be willing to be available for computer trouble-shooting on a weekly basis if 
necessary, the service will be discontinued. If you are interested in taking on the  
role please contact me. 
 
The P&C now has a blog, take a moment to come and visit our new website: 
 
www.nwpspandc.wordpress.com 
 
I encourage everyone to bookmark the site and check it regularly. You'll find up-to-
date P&C news and information, contacts for P&C Sub-committees, minutes from 
P&C meetings, reminders of events and much more. It's a work in progress at the 
moment but there will be new content being added all the time. A blog is an 
interactive medium and your comments, questions and suggestions are most 
welcome - even if you just leave a quick comment to say hello! 
 
Next P&C Meeting is on Tuesday June 17th, OOSH Rooms 7.45pm. 
 
Miriam Mulcahy. (P&C President). 0412 364 366  mimbles@gmail.com  
 
GROUNDS FORCE DAY 
This term we are calling all year 3 & 4 families to come along and help get the school 
ready for Family Fun Day. Also any year 5 & 6 families that were not able to make it 
last term are very welcome!! 
  
The Grounds Force Day wil be held on Sunday 31st Ma y.  Please mark this date 
in your calendars and come along for an hour or two to help out. 
  
Future Grounds Force Dates are:  
  
30th August Years K-2 
15th November  - All  (pre Christmas markets) 
Please mark these dates in your calendars now so that you will be available to help. 
The more helpers we have turn up on the day the less work for everyone!! 
  
Belinda Pope & Helen Howse (Grounds Force) 
  
CRAFT GROUP NEWS 
Thank you to everyone who supported our recent Mother’s Day stall.  We hope that 
the mum’s enjoyed their special day and their gifts.  The stall generated a profit of 
over $1200.00, which will be handed over to the P&C.  This is an excellent result. 
A huge thank you to the following special people who helped make, wrap or sell the 
gifts – Regina Chan, Simone Fisher, Miriam Mulcahy, Patricia Uren, Colleen Cowley, 
Anne Sayers, Alison Binnie, Prue Soupidis, Kellie Nicholl, Sue Mackintosh, Denise 
Crago, Sally Lusher-Main, Jodie Gross, Janina Shinfield, Natalie Honeyman, Natalie 
Walker, Maree Favier, Christine Taylor, Linda Stenning, Tiffany Part, and Merrilyn 



Penn (our apologies if we have missed anyone).  We were overwhelmed by and very 
appreciative of your efforts. 
 
Don’t forget to visit the Craft stall at Family Fun Day.  We will have some lovely 
pieces including some Pandora style jewellery and other handmade jewellery.   Of 
course, if anyone would like to make something crafty for our stall, we would 
welcome your donation. 
Sue Murdoch and Ann-maree Grech 
NWPS P&C Craft Group 
 
DANCE CAMP 
By Codi Ramsay, Xanthe Harrison Steph Teh 

 
In week 2 of Term 2, we had the opportunity to attend a Dance Camp at the Sydney 
Dance Company studios.  We learnt many dance genres from experienced 
choreographers. For lyrical jazz we had Ramon Doringo and for contemporary we 
had Marko Panzic from “So You Think You Can Dance 2008.” We also had Jess-T 
for musical theatre. There were many themes for our dances such as African tribal, 
disco, battle and street walk. 
 
On Friday we each performed for our parents, the different genres of dance that we 
had learnt throughout the week.  
 
It was an amazing experience and we each had a wonderful time learning new 
dances and forming new friendships. 
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